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We’re all in this bin together

recyclingpartnership.org
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Only half of Americans can recycle 
at home as easily as they can 
throw something away.*

Those that can recycle easily 
are only recycling half of what 
they could.**

* 2015-16 Centralized Study on Availability of Recycling.
https://recycle.com/spc-recycling-access-study/
** 2016 State of Curbside Report

https://recycle.com/spc-recycling-access-study/


Our Working Model 

EXPERT 
ASSISTANCE

Aligning operations 
and education 

helps cities deliver 
better recycling.

TOOLS AND 
DATA

More than 20K local 
programs lack 
resources but 

determine success. 

SYSTEM 
SOLUTIONS
The system is 

loosely connected 
but highly 

dependent. 

INFRASTRUCTURE
Cart grants deliver year over 
year results and measurable 

incremental tonnage. 

OUR WORKING MODEL



Unlocking the Circular Economy in California

• How Did We Get 
Here?

• What is the Impact of 
China’s Scrap Ban?

• Opportunities in 
California and 
Beyond



1,110+
COMMUNITIES 
ASSISTED

HH REACHED

52M+
NEW CARTS

590K+

$37M+
INFRASTRUCTURE

ENERGY 
SAVINGS

2.0 TRILLION
BTU/YR

GHG 
AVOIDANCE

253K METRIC 
TONS

WATER 
SAVINGS

382 MILLION
GALLONS

NEW DIVERSION

231M+ LBS

Making an Impact



What Are Recyclables Anyway?





THE RECYCLING 
SYSTEM IS LOOSELY 
CONNECTED,
HIGHLY DEPENDENT
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MANUFACTURING 
FEEDSTOCK that competes 
with OTHER raw materials

Only when RECYCLED 
CONTENT REPLACES virgin 
content, will we enjoy the 
ECONOMIC and 
ENVIRONMENTAL benefits 
RECYCLING promises and 
delivers.
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Why Clean Up 
Recycling?





Recycling is so easy!



This Has Happened Before (and Not)
• 1990: Explosion of 

Curbside Programs 
following Mobro

• 2008: Beijing Olympics + 
Global Recession

• 2018: The Same, but 
Different



MANUFACTURER 
DEMAND 
DRIVES

environmental gains.

The system needs 
reliable quantity, quality, 

and cost in supply.
ASTRX

Is the Sky Falling?
• Mixed paper value 

decline ($88 in Mar 
2017 to about $0 
now)

• Small number of 
programs 
closing/suspending 
operations

• Smaller number 
moving to Dual-
Stream



MANUFACTURER 
DEMAND 
DRIVES

environmental gains.

The system needs 
reliable quantity, quality, 

and cost in supply.
ASTRX

What’s Happening and Where?

• 13 states “Heavy”
• 30 states “Noticeable”
• 9 “minimal” 
• Impacts on California, 

Western States most 
acute
Sources: Waste Dive & Resource 
Recycling



MANUFACTURER 
DEMAND 
DRIVES

environmental gains.

The system needs 
reliable quantity, quality, 

and cost in supply.
ASTRX

• Reports of some 
landfilling/WTE (42 
states)

• Accepted materials lists 
changing (42 states)

• Some programs 
changing/shuttering

• Commodity prices drop

What’s Happening and Where?









• Paper and Plastics 
recovery capacity is 
growing in the U.S. to 
consume some of these 
materials (RMP, Plastics, 
etc.)

• Chinese investment a 
signal that the scrap 
ban is forever





Post-Consumer Content 
in Industrial Goods



National Plastics Recycling Investments



What’s Next for Plastics?
Plastics Reclaimers Buying and 
Building:

• EFS
• Azek
• GDB International 
• East-Terra Plastics
• PureCycle Technologies
• Merlin Plastics
• Peninsula Plastics



What’s Next for Plastics?
Plastics Reclaimers Buying and 
Building:

• Roy Tech 
• Ecomelida
• GreenCycle
• Tian Yuan/Shaw Brothers
• Green Tech Solutions
• UPT

Well Over $300 MM in investments 
and over 328,000 tons of annual 
consumption



APR Plastics Recyclers in 
California

• Allan Company
• CarbonLITE
• Circular Polymers
• Green Fiber International
• Prime Plastic Products
• Roplast Industries
• rPlanet Earth
• Talco Plastics (two locations)
• Verdeco Recycling



National Paper Recycling Investments



What’s Next for Paper?
Paper Mills Buying and Building:

• Pratt Industries
• Green Bay Packaging
• Cascades
• Georgia Pacific 
• Nine Dragons
• Shanying International
• Bio Pappel
• Ecomelida

Over $1.6 BN in investments + 
2.6 MM tons of annual 
consumption



Paper Recyclers in 
California

• Fox Paper
• International Paper
• New Indy 

Containerboard
• PCA (Packaging 

Corporation of 
America) 

• Resource Management 
Group

• Rite Box
• RockTenn
• Sonoco Products 

Company
• Western Pacific Pulp 

and Paper



We Want This



…Not This



…Or This



…Or This





… Because What Are Recyclables Anyway?







Thank You!
ddethomas@recyclingpartnership.org

www.RecyclingPartnership.org


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Unlocking the Circular Economy in California
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	We Want This
	…Not This
	…Or This
	…Or This
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40

