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2016 State of Disposal and Recycling
Californians generated 76 million tons 
of waste materials

• 43 million tons were disposed

• 34 million tons were source 
reduced, recycled, or 
composted

• Approximately 1/3 recycled 
materials exported



Exports

One quarter of all exports from 
California seaports are recyclable 
commodities

• In 2016:

• 15 million tons

• Vessel value 4.6 billion



2011 Export Vessel 
Value: $9.98 Billion

2016 Export Vessel 
Value: $4.58 Billion

1998 Export Vessel 
Value: $775 Million

Exports to China



California State Goal:75% by 2020
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California Assembly Bill 901
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http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/swfacilities/permitting/Guidance/default.htm



Stakeholder Recommendations

•State Investment
•Economic Development Assistance
•Education and Outreach
•Procurement



CalRecycle’s Initiatives – Packaging

10

Oct. 2011
75% Recycling 

Goal Established
AB 341

Dec. 2013
Packaging Workshop: 

Opportunities and 
Challenges

Nov. 2014
Packaging Policy 

Workshop

March 2017
Packaging Reform 

Workshop

Jan. 2016
Manufacturer’s 

Challenge Workshop

Oct. 2017
Packaging Reform 

Workshop

Feb. 2018
CalRecycle Finalizes 

Packaging Policy 
Model



CalRecycle’s Initiatives – Organics Recycling

SB 1383
• 2020: 50% below 

2014 Levels
• 2025: 75% below 

2014 Levels



Looking Ahead

•Work together to:
•Build and support domestic markets
•Reduce contamination
•Keep the dialogue going



Thank You

Zoe Heller

Assistant Director, Policy Development

CalRecycle

zoe.heller@calrecycle.ca.gov
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