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Why Recycle 
Carpet? 

• Over 400 Million lbs of carpet are 
discarded in California landfills every year 

• Carpet will not degrade in the landfill 
• Discarding carpet wastes valuable 

resources 
 

 
 



Who is CARE?  

 

Since 2002, CARE has been THE 

resource for carpet recycling 





The 
Reality  
 
 

Over 2 Billion lbs of 
Carpet  kept out 
of the landfill 

 It took 6 years to divert the first 1 Billion lbs 
It took only 3+ years to divert the 2nd 1 Billion lbs 



 
 

100+ Collectors and Processors Nationwide 
18 in California  

www.carpetrecovery.org 



2010 Results for Carpet 
Diversion and 
Recycling in California 

 
• California Diverted 46.7 Million lbs, or 

11.4% of Carpet Discards 
• Recycled 28.6 Million lbs or 7% 

CARE Annual Survey, 2010 



Carpet Recycling/Recovery Creates 
Jobs in California  

CARE Annual Survey, 2010 

•200 Jobs in California in 2010 
•Expect to exceed 350 jobs by the end of 2011! 



AB 2398 Stewardship Plan 

Legislation to increase carpet 
recycling in California  



AB 2398 
Requirements 
• Starting with shipments 

on July 1,2011, carpet 
manufacturers add an 
assessment of $0.05/yd2 
on the purchase price of 
ALL carpet sold or 
shipped in California 

• Retailers will pass the 
$0.05 assessment to 
consumers 
– The assessment must be visible 

on all invoices  



Carpet Stewardship 
Organization 

• CARE is the sole Carpet Stewardship 
Organization for AB 2398, until April 1, 2015 
– 75 Carpet Manufacturers are participants in CARE 

Plan 
• An individual manufacturer may also submit a stewardship 

plan 

– After April 1, 2015, a carpet stewardship organization 
appointed by one or more manufacturers, may           
submit a plan. 

 



Goals of California 
Carpet Stewardship 
Program 

1. Increase recyclability of carpets 
2. Incentivize market growth of secondary products made 

from post-consumer carpet 
3. Increase carpet reuse 
4. Increase recycling of post-consumer carpet 
5. Increase diversion of post-consumer carpets from 

landfills  

AB 2398, Sec 42972 (a) (2) and AB 2398 Regulations 



Carpet Recycling 
Process 
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Funding Strategy: Push-Pull 
First- Line Processor 
Receives Incentive Funding 
 
•Expected Outcomes: 

•Insures the health of the 
base business, while 
stimulating growth.  
•Processor will pull product 
(feedstock) from upstream 
sources and push increase 
demand for recycled carpet 
materials through the end 
user/manufacturer by being 
able to negotiate more 
favorable pricing. 
•Paying for invoices paid; 
paying for what the 
processors are selling. 
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Flow of Funds 

Carpet Manufacturer 
Adds Assessment to 

Retailer Invoice 

Manufacturer 
pays Carpet 
Stewardship 
Organization 

(CARE) 

Retailer Bills Customer 

$0.05/yd2 

Customer 

$0.05/yd2 
Funds used to make it 
easier to recycle carpet, 
new product development, 
reuse, recycling and 
diversion in California 



How are the Funds 
Distributed? 

• Funds are distributed to the carpet 
recycling processor, in order to meet the 
goals of AB 2398 

• This information will be made public 
through the CARE Carpet Stewardship 
Organization Annual Report  



Stewardship Plan 
Expected Results 

• Within 5 years, carpet recycling 
will reach 16%, or 228% higher than 
in 2010 

CARE Carpet Stewardship Plan Goals, 2012-2016
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Challenges and 
Opportunities 

• Rural Communities Pilot Project 
– Team: ESJPA, CalRecycle, CARE, 3 California 

Carpet Processors, 6 Rural Counties  
– Goal: to determine which model (s) may be 

successful, economically feasible, and provide a cost 
savings versus landfilling post-consumer carpet 

– Status: 3 Options offered 
– Next Steps: Measurement in January-June; reporting 

by CARE 
 



Opportunities for 
Zone Works 

• Educate Consumers 
• Assist Local Businesses  

– Carpet Collection 
– Carpet Processing 
– New Product Manufacturing 

• Local Plastic Extruders in California 



Consumer 
Education 



Retailer and 
Dealer Education 
Materials 
• CARE provides marketing 

materials for retailers, 
including: 
– Signage 
– Brochures 
– Window cling  
 

• Web site 
• Webinars/Training 
• Consumer and Trade Articles  



Business Assistance 

For more information on 
the Carpet America 
Recovery effort, visit 
carpetrecovery.org  

or call 706.428.2127. 
 

http://www.carpetrecovery.org/
http://www.carpetrecovery.org/


Why Carpet 
recycling is good  
for all of us 
AB 2398 will increase carpet diversion and 
recycling in California. Recycling carpet: 
• Saves precious landfill space  
• Reduces our dependence on fossil fuels  
• Creates green jobs in California communities  
• Gives you more choices for products with recycled 

content  



For More 
Information: 

• Ask your dealer or retailer 
• Copies of AB 2398 may be found at: 

http://info.sen.ca.gov/pub/09-10/bill/asm/ab_2351-
2400/ab_2398_bill_20100930_chaptered.pdf 

• www.carpetrecovery.org 
• www.calrecycle.ca.gov 
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