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Importance of California Small Businesses

• Profile
– 3.4 million small California businesses
– Employ 13.8 million Californians
– Small business income $149 billion in 2007

• Key Drivers of California’s Economy

• Business Leadership will play an Important Role in 
meeting AB32 Goals



Preliminary data as of October 8, 
2009

Fact-Finding: 
What’s the status of “Green Biz” in CA? 

Green Economy Survey Details
• First mailing in May 2009
• Over 50,000 businesses across the California economy; all 

industries, all sizes, all areas 
• 5.2M employment in surveyed firms
• Collecting information on:

• Number of workers in green or clean product manufacturing 
and/or services

• Number of businesses that have adopted green practices
• Emerging occupations for further study related to skills and 

workforce needs
• Partnering with EDD, Community Colleges, California Energy 

Commission, California Workforce Investment Board, Economic 
Strategy Panel, Employment Training Panel, and others



Preliminary data as of October 8, 
2009

Preliminary Survey Responses
• Over 8,100 employers have responded--16 percent of sample 

• 11% of employers report employees working on green activities

• 35% of green employees are reported by firms with less than 20 
total employees

• ~3.7% of all workers are working on green products and services

• 84.7% of employers report using at least one green business 
practice



Preliminary data as of October 8, 
2009

What barriers, if any, stand in the way of implementing green 
practices at your firm?
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Preliminary data as of October 8, 
2009

What do you view as the largest benefit to your business in taking steps 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions?
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Preliminary data as of October 8, 
2009

                What resources would help reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions at your firm? 
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ARB’s Small Business Efforts

• Scoping Plan
– Ensure Small Businesses Benefit 

From and Play a Role in Achieving 
AB32 Goals

– Develop a Small Business Toolkit 

• Extensive Partnerships
– Governor’s OPR (Small Biz Advocate)
– Chambers (Cal, Metro, Local)
– Green Collar Jobs Council
– State and local associations, alliances, campaigns, and 

programs



Small Biz Relevant Scoping Plan Measures

Regulations addressing emissions from 
specific types of small businesses:

• Diesel engine emissions (trucks/equipment)
• High Global Warming Potential Gas Measures 

(fire extinguishers, refrigerant management)



Small Biz: Climate Change Resources
• Office of the Ombudsman

– Initial contact for small businesses
– Acts as a clearinghouse for environmental information
– Contact: 916.323.6791

• Various divisions 
– Regulatory development

• Office of Climate Change
– AB 32 Implementation

• Research Division 
– Small Business Toolkit  



SMALL BUSINESS TOOLKIT
Overview

12



13

Resource Portal:

CoolCalifornia.org

Small 
Business 

Toolkit

Local 
Government 

Toolkit

Individual 
Tools



Small Business Toolkit Homepage



How to Save Money

• Save Energy
• Drive Less & Drive Clean
• Use Green Energy
• Save Water
• Recycle and Cut Waste
• Buy Green
• Be a Green Biz
• Build Green



One Way to Save Money – Save Energy



No Cost Steps to Save Energy
• Change Energy Usage Behavior

– Save $50 each year by activating power management 
features on all computers.

– Turn off equipment on nights, weekends and when not in use. 
– Lower your water heater thermostat.
– Lower your heater thermostat in the winter and raise your air 

conditioner thermostat in the summer. 

• Practice Routine Maintenance
– Ensure all automatic controls are set and operating correctly.
– Clean all filters in your heating and cooling system monthly.
– Check and regularly clean filters if you use exhaust fans.
– Caulk or weatherstrip any drafty doors or windows.
– Remove unneeded light bulbs or use lower wattage bulbs.



Need $ to fund upfront costs?
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Who’s Made the Change in CA?
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California Success Story:
Harmony Farm Supply and Nursery, Sebastopol

• Business Snapshot:
– 8,000-square foot store, nursery and 

photovoltaic dealer 

• Energy-Saving Actions:
– Lighting retrofit
– Heating and cooling systems upgraded 

with EnergyStar qualified programmable 
thermostat

– Installed 37 kilowatt solar array

• Results
– Yearly Savings: $7000
– Yearly GHG Reductions: 38 tons CO2
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Can We Feature Your Business?

21



22

Small Business Award Program

• Award Types
– CoolCalifornia Excellence Awards
– CoolCalifornia Small Business of the Year 

• Categories
– Climate-Friendly Management Practices
– Promoting and Communicating Climate- Related Success

• Scoring
– Experts from state agencies, industry associations and the public 

and private sectors will score applications

• More Information:
– http://www.coolcalifornia.org/article/small-business-award-program 



Coming Fall 2009…
Business Carbon Footprint Calculator

• Uses California Emission 
Factors

• Benchmarks to Similar 
Businesses

• Recommends Specific 
Actions to Reduce Carbon 
Footprint 

• Developed by UC Berkeley
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Other Calculation Tools

• US EPA Climate Leaders
– Small Business and Low Emitter Guide to Greenhouse Gas 

Management that explains the principles of managing GHG 
emissions and instructions for completing the Calculator, 
Inventory Management Plan, and Goal Proposal Template.

• Energy IQ
– Compares energy performance of non-residential buildings to a 

user defined peer group; contains recommendations on how to 
save energy and money
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Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit
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Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit

26



Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit
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Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit

28



Toolkit Connections to Other 
Programs

• Biz Environmental Resource Center (BERC)
– Small Business Carbon-Reduction Toolkit 

CoolCalifornia.org is packed with quick, easy-to-use and reliable 
tools to help your small business save money and reduce its 
impact on the environment and climate change.

• Experience El Dorado
– ARB a sponsor of the “Green Episode”

• British Columbia Gov’t
– Provincial Government LiveSmart” climate action website
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Toolkit Marketing

• Paul Pendergast & Associates Contract
– Research on communication strategies used by small biz
– Design and deployment of outreach campaign 
– Reporting, monitoring, tracking of results

• Sacramento State MBA Project

• Agency Collaboration
– CA Public Utilities Commission, Department of Conservation, 

parks, other agencies
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Quiz Time!
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Contact information

• Annmarie Mora
– amora@arb.ca.gov
– 916.323.1517

• Kyra Naumoff
– knaumoff@arb.ca.gov
– 916.324.0664

Thank you!
32


	California Air Resources Board �Small Business Outreach Efforts
	Outline
	�Importance of California Small Businesses�
	Fact-Finding: �What’s the status of “Green Biz” in CA? �Green Economy Survey Details
	�Preliminary Survey Responses
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Small Biz Relevant Scoping Plan Measures
	Small Biz: Climate Change Resources
	Small BUSiness Toolkit
	Slide Number 13
	Small Business Toolkit Homepage
	How to Save Money
	One Way to Save Money – Save Energy
	No Cost Steps to Save Energy
	Need $ to fund upfront costs?
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Can We Feature Your Business?
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Other Calculation Tools
	Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit
	Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit
	Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit
	Pilot Testing: Small Business Toolkit
	Toolkit Connections to Other Programs
	Toolkit Marketing
	Quiz Time!
	Contact information

