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What Are We Talking About? 

• Jim Bohon 
o Short History of Unified Program 
o What is a CUPA and a PA 

• Joel Martens 
o What is the CUPA Forum 
o What does the Unified Program Coordination Look Like 
o Partnerships 
o Training 

• Jennea Monasterio  
o Sacramento County Program Specifics 
o Inspections 
o Incentives 

• Questions 
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ENVIRONMENTAL HISTORY 

• 1970’s 
o Minemata, Japan;  
o DDT banned;  
o Love Canal;  
o Three Mile Island 

• 1980’s 
o Stringfellow Acid Pits;  
o Times Beach, Missouri Dioxin 

Contamination;  
o Bhoupal – 2,000 dead, 200,000 injured; 
o Chernobyl;  
o Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
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FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS 
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1940-1970’s 
POLLUTION 
CONTROL; 

CLEAN WATER 
ACT 

1970’s 
SAFE DRINKING 

WATER ACT 

1950-1960’s 
AIR POLLUTION: 
CLEAN AIR ACT 

1970’s 
RCRA & TSCA 

1980’s 
CERCLA; UST; 

EPCRA 

1990’s 
CUPA; RMP 



Late 1970’s - Early 1980s 
• Original State agencies involved with 

regulating HW at larger TSD type facilities – 
CA Dept. of Health Services 

• CA Hazardous Waste Law - 1978 
• Local hazardous waste programs started in 

about 22 large local agencies 
• Many criminal cases for spills and accidents 
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1980s – Explosive Program Growth 

• UST regulation - Sher Bill 
• Chemical Inventories - 1986 
• Local Oversight Prgm – 1988 
• Major Cleanup Efforts 
• Increasing Fines & Penalties 

w/Felonies 
• More FD Involvement 
• Military Base Closures 
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1990s – CalEPA & DTSC Formed 

• 1991 - CalEPA created 
• 1991 - DTSC moved out of DHS 
• Emphasis towards innovation, 

pollution prevention, waste 
reduction, etc. 

• 1994 - Unified Program starts 
• 1997 – CalARP implemented 
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California Environmental 
Protection Agency 

 

 



January 1994 - SB 1082 
• Why a Unified Program? 

o Duplicate inspections 
o Duplicate programs 
o Multiple invoicing and 

permitting 
o Multiple agencies 

 
• What happened? 

o Legislative process 
o Political Climate Then 

and Now  
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Certified Unified Program Agencies and 
Participating Agencies 

• What is a CUPA and PA? 
• Unified Program regulations 1994 - 1995 
• Huge certification process 1996 - 1999 
• Today - 81 CUPAs - most with no PAs 

o Most are “fire” or “environmental health” agencies 

• Today - 30 PAs 
o Most are City Fire Departments 
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SB 1082 Unified Program Goals 
Consolidated, Coordinated, Consistent 

• Consolidated Inspections 
• Consolidated Single Fee System 
• Consolidated Permit 
• Coordination between Agencies 
• Consistent Inspections & Enforcement 
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Regulated Universe 

• Total Regulated Businesses: 164,000 
• Chemical Inventory (HMBP) Facilities: 127,000 
• Accidental Release Prevention (CalARP): 2,300 
• Hazardous Waste Generators: 89,000 
• Large Quantity HW Generators: 3,500 
• Underground Storage Tank Facilities: 14,500 
• Aboveground Storage Tank Facilities: 13,000 
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Shameless Plug 
New CalEPA Facility Viewer 

Coming Soon 
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