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What We Will Cover 

• Grant Project 
• The Problem: Disposables 
• The Solution: Refillables 
• Pre-Study Results 
• Public Outreach 
• Post-Study Results/Challenges 
• What You Can do to Join the Refuel Your Fun 

Campaign! 
 



HHW HD 23 Grant Funding 

Objective: 
“for residents to switch from using disposable single use 
one pound propane cylinders to refillable one pound 
cylinders and to encourage retail locations to sell refillable 
one pound propane cylinders, with the potential of 
providing refill or exchange services.” 
 



The Problem: Disposables 

 Manufactured to be used 
ONCE and thrown “away” 
 

 

Photo from lpgasmagazine.com, 1/5/12 

How they come in for 
recycling at Kamps Propane   
 

 



The Problem: Disposables are CO$TLY 

• 80% of the cost is the package (cylinder) 
 20% is the gas  
 
• Difficult and labor intensive to recycle, 

costly to local governments and parks 
 
• ~$1.25/cylinder to recycle 
 
 
 ~$5.95 new 



The Problem: Disposables SAFETY 

• Risk to workers 

Photo from the City of Elk Grove Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) Facility  

Photo from the City of Elk Grove HHW Facility  



The Problem: Disposables Hurt the Environment 

• 40 million cylinders sold in North 
America each year 

• Over four million in CA alone 
 
 
 

Photo from Kamps Propane at Yosemite National Park 

Photo from Kamps Propane at Yosemite National Park 



The Solution: Refillables 



The Solution: Refillables 

Photo from Kamps Propane 
Photo from Kamps Propane 

Photo from Manchester Tank Website 



The Solution: REFILLABLES Save Money 

 
One refillable can 
save an average of 
$320 over their 
12-year life span 
 
 
 



Survey 

• Retailer Survey 
• Sacramento County Park Survey 
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Public Outreach 



Public Outreach 



Public Outreach 



Public Outreach 



Public Outreach 



Media 



Community  Outreach – Earth Day 



Community Outreach – Chili Festival 



Community Outreach - Cultural Festival 



Community Outreach – Big Truck Day 



Social Media 



www.RefuelYourFun.org 

Website 



Participation 



Challenges 

• Consumer Behavior 
• Store Participation 

Photo Credit: CalRecycle 



How Can You Refuel Your Fun? 

• Like the Facebook page and follow 
• Share stories of use and pictures 
• Articles in your newsletters, websites etc…. 
• Ask local stores that sell disposables to offer 

sell/refill/exchange  
• Promote stores selling/refilling/exchanging 



Christian Punsal, Integrated Waste Coordinator 
City of Elk Grove 

916.627.3452 
cpunsal@elkgrovecity.org 
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