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ROLE IN POLLUTION RESPONSE  

I. Pollution Response History 
II. Responsibilities and Mandates 
III. Emergency Response and Water Pollution: 
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 Pollution Response History: 
• Gold Rush Legacy 
• State Stepped into 

Protect Waterways 
• 1870’s – First Pollution 

Laws 
• 1900’s – Industrial 

Revolution Led to 
Increased Regulations 

• 1950’s – State’s 
Cornerstone Pollution 
Law,  FGC 5650, Codified 
 



 Pollution Response History cont. 

• 1960’s - Environmental 
Movement 

• 1989 – Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill etc. 

• 1990’s Creation of Office 
of Spill Prevention & 
Response (OSPR) within 
CDFW  

• 2014 – Statewide Oil 
Program 

• Responsibility as Primary 
State Agency to Respond 
to Spills 
 



Main OSPR Programs 

5 

• Prevention 
• Coordinate with Oversight Agencies Regarding Adequate 

Spill Measures and Monitoring. (Not Regulatory) 
• Readiness/Preparedness 

• Contingency Planning  
• Oil Spill Response Organization Oversight 
• Drills and Exercises 
• Demonstration of Financial Responsibility (e.g. insurance) 
• Local Government Coordination 

• Response 
• Incident Management (FRT) 
• Cleanup Funding 
• Oiled Wildlife Care Network (OWCN) 

• Legal/Enforcement 
• Investigations (Criminal, Civil, Administrative actions) 
• NRDA – Natural Resource Damage Assessment & 

Restoration 

 

 OSPR Program Functions: 



 Response & Cleanup Mandates 

• Protecting Water Quality is 
our Top Priority 

• Second Only to the Protection 
of Human Life 

• Trustee Responsibility 
• Has Evolved into Multi-

faceted Mandate… 
– 1. Pollution Response Role 
– 2. Incident Command 
– 3. Investigation 
– 4. Natural Resource Damage   

Assessment 
– 5. Restoration 

 



Pollution Response Role 
• Multi-disciplined Approach to Response 
• Cradle-to-Grave Participation in Event 
• Designated Roles and Specialized Training 
• What are CDFW / OSPR Field Response Teams? 



1. Pollution Response Role: 
 Field Response Teams 

Wildlife Officers 

Environmental 
Scientists (ES) 

Oil Spill Prevention  
Specialists (OSPS) 

F 

R T 



1. Pollution Response: 
 Wildlife Officers 

• Background and training 
• State Peace Officer 
• Roles and 

Responsibilities: 
 State Incident Commander 

(SIC) 
 State On-Scene 

Coordinator (SOSC) 
 Investigator 
Case officer 

 
 



 Pollution Response Role: 
 Oil Spill Prevention Specialists 

• Background and Training 
• Roles and Responsibilities: 
 Initial Site Safety Officer 
 Liaison with operations staff 
 Air monitoring 
 Release quantification 
 Human / mechanical failure 

causal analysis 
 Salvage operations 
Maritime / pipeline / 

Hazmat expertise 



 Pollution Response Role: 
 Environmental Scientists 

• Background and Training 
• Roles and 

Responsibilities: 
 Environmental unit leader 
Wildlife Branch Director 
 Resources at Risk – 

Protection Priorities 
 Shoreline Clean-up and 

Assessment (SCAT) 
 Clean-up Monitoring and 

Assessment 
 Determine Clean-up 

Endpoints 
 Resource Injury 

Assessment 



 Incident/Unified Command 
• First Responder Role 
• Specialized Training in 

ICS and Pollution 
Response 

• Designated State 
Incident Commander 
on Oil Spills 

• Ability to Fully Staff 
Unified Command 
Structure 



2. Incident Command: 
 FRT in Oil Spill Unified Command 

Warden          OSPS               ES 

Liaison 





 Investigation 

• Water Pollution is a 
Significant Environmental 
Crime 

• Numerous Statutes 
• Penal Code, Fish & Game 

Code, Gov’t Code… 
• Evidence Collection & 

Control 
• Criminal Prosecution and 

Civil Considerations 
 



III. EMERGENCY RESPONSE AND 
 WATER POLLUTION: HOW IT 
 WORKS IN CALIFORNIA 



CDFW / OSPR Notification Process: 

• CDFW / OSPR 
Dispatches Info 

• Through OES, Fire, 
Police, etc. 

• CDFW / OSPR 
Resources Notified 

• FRT Personnel 
Respond  

• Initial Triage of 
Incident 



CDFW / OSPR Initial Actions: 
• Additional Notifications 
• Site Safety and Source 

Control 
• Establish / Join Incident 

Command 
• Support Local Response 
• Limit Response Impacts 

to Natural Resources 
• Determine Roles 
• Resource Needs 

 



CDFW / OSPR Incident Coordination: 

• Incident Command and 
Response Transition 

• Hand-off from Initial 
Emergency into Pollution 
Response 

• NIMS Managed Event 
• CUPA, Hazmat, Fire, etc. 

into Support Role 
• Pollution Response 

Designed Command 
Structure 
 

 
 
 

 



CDFW / OSPR Sustained Response: 
• Unified Command 

Controlled Incident 
• Manage Clean-up 

Operations 
• Contractor 

Coordination 
• Site Safety 
• Coordination with 

Allied Agencies 
• Investigation 

 
 



CDFW / OSPR Event Conclusion 

• Cradle-to-Grave 
Response (ER Only) 

• Determine Endpoints 
• Document Damages 
• Restitution 
• Restoration 
• Post-Incident Issues 

– After Action Report 
– Prosecution / Civil 

Litigation 
 

 



QUESTIONS? 
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